terer 2008). Indeed, these ants were generally wrongly classified as T. albipes; whereas they form a complex group of tramp species that includes Technomyrmex pallipes (F. Smith), i.e., the Albipes group, distributed in tropical and subtropical regions. Moreover, both the real T. albipes as well as T. pallipes are expected in the New World in the future (Fernández & Guerrero 2008 (Bongers et al. 2001) , about 100 km distant from the Atlantic coast where most of the Guianese population is concentrated.
The mechanism by which T. vitiensis arrived in French Guiana remains unclear, because this ant was previously unknown in any region bordering the Atlantic Ocean. Thus it seems there might be a "French connection" to explain the introduction of this species through the continuous trade and population flows between various French over-seas territories (Rauzduel 1995) . T. vitiensis has been recorded on New Caledonia, in French Polynesia, and Reunion island in the Indian Ocean, where Blard et al. (2003) misidentified it as T. albipes (Bolton 2007) . It is therefore thought, but not confirmed, that its occurrence in inhabited areas near the coast of French Guiana is an intermediate step in its introduction into the rest of the country. Like T. difficilis in southeast USA and the West Indies, T. vitiensis likely will rapidly disperse to neighboring regions through trade and travel, particularly with Surinam and the Brazilian State of Amapá.
SUMMARY
Technomyrmex vitiensis is a tramp ant that has spread through many parts of the Old World tropics via human commerce. This species has been previously reported only once in the New World, from San Francisco, California. Here, we report the first records of T. vitiensis in South America, from two sites deep in the forest of French Guiana. It is not clear how these ants were transported to such remote sites, 100 km inland.
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